THE LORAX

Ask the class if any of them have made a choice today. Allow students time to think and then call on volunteers to share a choice they have made. If students are having a difficult time thinking of any choices, guide them with questions such as: Did you choose what you would wear to school today? Did you choose what you would eat for breakfast? Did you choose what to play at recess and who to play with? Share choices that you have made with the class.
Define Natural resources, renewable resources, and consequences

Comprehension Questions

Why did the Once-ler chop down the first Truffula Tree?

The Lorax did not think anyone would want to purchase a Thneed. Was he correct? Explain.
What new super machine did the Once-ler invent?  How did this help his business?

What affect did the super machine have on the Truffula Trees?

How could the Once-ler have managed his company to protect the environment and not run out of trees to manufacture "Thneeds"? 
The Once-ler explains his actions by saying, "If I didn't do it, someone else would." Is this a good excuse for doing what he did?
What responsibility does the Once-Ler seem to think "someone like you" needs to take? What kinds of things can we do today to ensure that trees will be available for all different purposes in the future?

Inference Questions:

Truffula trees are real in the land of the Lorax. What do Truffula trees represent in real life?   
What does the Once-Ler represent in real life?
Compare and contrast the environment in The Lorax after the Once-ler arrived with our environment using a the graphic organizer. You need at least 4 comparisons. You can use pictures to help.

How can you help the Lorax save the environment from the Once-Ler's actions? With your group come up with a list a possible things you could do to help…big or small…
Consequence list - Pretend that you have just received a letter in the mail that you would like to share with the class. Begin reading: "Attention all citizens of Canada: Beginning tomorrow, the cutting down of trees will cease. Anyone found with an ax, saw, or other chopping device will be punished according to the law. Sincerely, Steven Harper". Divide the class into groups of three or four. Have them divide a piece of paper in half. They should label the right side "Good Consequences" and the left side "Bad Consequences." 
Debate- Assign half of the class to speak on behalf of Once-ler (who was responsible for all the trees being cut down) and the other half of the class to speak on behalf of the Lorax (who tried to save the trees). Have each half of the class break into groups of four or five. In these groups have them write down ideas that defend their assigned position. The Once-ler groups should prepare ideas to convince others that cutting down the trees was not wrong. The Lorax groups should prepare evidence that cutting down the trees was wrong. After working in small groups, students should meet with their half of the class and share the ideas gathered. The teacher directs the debate. One group is given the chance to share one point and then the floor goes to the other group. They can respond to that point or present a new point from their view. Debate continues until both sides have presented all ideas. Conclude the debate by having the class members vote for which view they side with. They do not have to agree with the side they were assigned to defend.

Students will present evidence to support their appointed view (Lorax or Once-ler) in a class debate.

Think-Pair-Share- Pose the following question: What could we do to help save our trees? Have students think of possible ideas individually. Then have them pair up and share their ideas with a partner. After a few minutes, have them form larger groups and share possible ideas with more class members.

Students will write a story identifying a possible outcome to the problem presented in The Lorax.

Writing extension- Discuss the last page in The Lorax. (There is one tree seed left and it is up to the reader to decide what will be done with it.) Have students write a letter from the point of view of a Truffula tree. The letter is to be written to anyone they please.
Write and illustrate a children's book on another environmental topic. The text can be in poetry or story form and need not be extremely wordy. Illustrate with drawings, pictures from magazines, etc.

Students will list some small things that they can do to make a difference.

Plant a Tree: Plant a tree or trees on or around the school grounds, as a symbolic gesture of giving back to the environment. 

Go On A Litter Walk: Go on a litter walk on the school grounds and surrounding area.  Upon return to the classroom, sort out the garbage and determine what litter  there was the most of.  Brainstorm ways to help with the litter problem.

 

-Actions taken without thought or planning can have disastrous consequences.

-Each person has a responsibility to help conserve resources and protect the environment.

