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What do you think 

of Look Closer? Tell us 

how we could improve

 this resource for you at 

 schools@firstnews.co.uk

FirstNews TEACHING RESOURCES

Uses

Resource Explanation 

Look Closer encourages pupils to look closer at one article in the week’s newspaper and 
analyse it in detail. Each week the questions will enable children to find the facts, interpret 
the information and work out why journalists wrote and presented the story the way 
they did. These questions are based on the assessment focus strands (AF2-7) which are 
referenced in the Teacher Answers along with suggested levels. 

The resource assists Year 5, 6 and 7 pupils in developing essential reading comprehension 
skills. It is a useful weekly SATs practice activity using topical real news to engage pupils. 

Ideal for: 
l guided reading
l booster sessions
l homework activities 
l SATs practice
l whole class starters
l cross-curricular functional skills practice  

 
l extension activities 
l  individual assessment focus (AF2-7) 

teaching opportunities by focusing on 
one question in a plenary session
l a handy record of pupils’ reading  
     performance and ideal APP evidence

Look Closer for Issue 313
8 - 14 June 2012
Science: Jet car aims to break land speed record

Contents:

  Page 2: This week’s Look Closer Article

  Pages 3 & 4: Pupil Question & Answer Sheet 

  Page 5: Extension Activities

  Page 6: Question Only Activity Sheet (for use if pupils 
are writing their answers in exercise books)

  Page 6:  Teacher Answers
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A SOLAR-powered plane is 

making its final series of test 

flights ahead of an attempt to 

fly around the world. 

The Solar Impulse plane took 

off from Switzerland and travelled 

across the Mediterranean to 

Morocco. The pilots and ground 

crew are using the flight to learn 

important lessons for their round 

the world attempt in 2014.

The trip from Europe to North 

Africa means it has completed its 

first intercontinental flight.

The £100m plane is basically a 

huge wing with 12,000 solar cells 

fitted across the top of its  

64m-long wingspan.

It also has a bank of batteries that 

charge up ready to be used at night. 

The organisers want to highlight the 

uses of clean, renewable energy.  

It’s unlikely you’ll fly away on 

your holidays on a similar aircraft, 

because it’s quite slow, cruising at 

just over 64km/h (40mph).

THE world’s smallest artificial heart 

has saved the life of a baby boy. 

   The baby was kept alive for two weeks as the 

tiny titanium pump sent blood round his body.  

This gave doctors time to find a donor heart 

for the 16-month-old tot. This new donor heart 

will grow as the boy grows. The little boy was 

suffering from a disease which affects his heart 

muscles. The device was fitted by Italian doctor 

Antonio Amodeo at a hospital in Rome.

It was a world first, as the device had only 

been tested on animals. Amodeo described the 

operation as a “medical milestone” that would 

help other babies and young children as they 

waited for donor hearts to become available. 

The artificial heart weighs just 11g and can 

pump 1.5 litres of blood around the body  

every minute.

Heat is on 
for solar 
power plane
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Did you 

know?
The amount of energy  

absorbed by the Earth from 

the sun in just a few minutes  

is more than all the combined 

energy we use on our planet  

in a whole year. It takes around 

eight minutes for the sun’s 

energy to reach our planet.
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An illustration of the 

Bloodhound SSC attempting  

to break the land speed record

Transplant surgeon  

Dr Antonio Amodeo

Jet car aims 
to break 

land speed 
record

SCIENTISTS have decided the biggest 

radio telescope ever built will span 

across different continents.

The Square Kilometre Array (SKA) will 

be made up of 3,000 dishes split between 

Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. Each 

dish will be 15 metres wide, but they will all 

work together to act as one giant dish that is 

one kilometre wide. 

It means when the £1.2 billion project is 

completed in 2024, this network of telescopes 

will have a massively increased range and 

sensitivity compared to existing radio 

telescopes. They will scan the sky 10,000 times 

faster and with 50 times the power of any other 

telescopes. Radio telescopes, unlike optical 

telescopes, pick up radio frequencies which are 

given off by astronomical events. 

Astronomers from 20 countries will use the 

SKA to search for clues about the origins of the 

universe and look for the elusive ‘dark matter’ 

which scientists believe makes up much of 

the universe. It will also detect weak signals, if 

there are any out there, that might indicate the 

presence of extraterrestrial life.

Check out www.firstnews.co.uk/discover for 

more great science stories.

Hello. Is 
anybody there?World’s smallest 

artificial heart 

saves toddler

SCIENCE sponsored by Gore-TeX® products. WIn A TRIp TO GERmANy! See www.firstnews.co.uk/competitions.

THOuSANdS of schools are following an attempt to smash the land speed record. 

The super-fast car is being 

designed by world-leading experts 

who want to share their knowledge 

– especially with young students. 

That’s because they want to inspire 

a new generation of scientists, 

engineers and designers.

The Bloodhound SSC will be 

powered by a jet engine that is 

normally used in the Typhoon 

Eurofighter. The driver should feel 

at home, though – he’s a former 

jet fighter pilot.

A separate engine normally 

found in an F1 racing car will be 

used to pump huge amounts of 

fuel into the rocket engine.

The team behind the record 

attempt hope the car will reach a 

speed of 1,600km/h (1,000mph) 

at salt flats in Hakskeen Pan, South 

Africa. That’s almost one and a 

half times the speed of sound and 

would smash the current land 

speed record  of 1,228km/h (763 

mph), which was set 15 years ago. 

Everything about the car will 

have to cope with this amazing 

speed. The wheels, for example, 

will be solid aluminium. They 

are being designed by a Scottish 

company and are built so they 

won’t disintegrate as they turn up 

to 177 times a second.

The Bloodhound Education 

Programme is available to all pupils 

in primary and secondary schools. 

Nearly 4,000 schools have registered   

already. You can find out more at 

www.bloodhoundssc.com.
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Working with

First News supports children’s charities

THE WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Winner of the national newspaper of the year*

more than 
a million 
readers *

 *The 2012 Newspaper Awards: Best weekly national newspaper and best niche market newspaper. Also, Plain English Campaign: Best national newspaper. *Source: First News Readership Survey, January 2011, Opinion Matters 

DIAMOND KIDS

INsIdE: The diamond Jubilee Weekend celebrations, p2 and 3

THE Diamond Jubilee weekend might be over, but First News is proud to announce our own celebration to mark The Queen’s 60 years on the throne.

Diamond Kids will be a show put on by children and  
young people to celebrate The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
year. Britain’s most entertaining young people will perform 
in the Diamond Kids Jubilee Gala, attended by royalty,  
at one of London’s best-loved West End theatres – the 
Apollo, Victoria.

With Diamond Kids host, Jason Donovan, First News will 
be launching a national search, working with ITV Daybreak, 
Heart Radio, Ambassador Theatre Group and First Family 

Entertainment, to find entertaining children through 
schools, dance, singing and other organisations involved in 
children’s talent.

All the details of how to get involved will be announced in 
a month’s time, when performers will be able to upload films 
to the Diamond Kids website.From these films, a panel of judges will select some of 

Britain’s most entertaining young people to perform at one 
of six regional Diamond Kids shows where a jury and the 
audience will choose those to perform at the royal gala.

The regional shows will be held in the autumn, with the 
Diamond Kids Jubilee Gala taking place on Sunday  
4 November.

Proceeds from the gala performance will go to ChildLine,  
which celebrates its 25th anniversary this year. ChildLine is 
part of the NSPCC, of which the Queen is patron. 

by editor Nicky Cox

First News is touring UK schools this week as part of our 
2012 My Way! campaign with Henry Winkler. This year we 
are shining a light on the dark issue of bullying. See page 8

2012 tour

Can you:
  Find the facts?          

  Interpret the information?
  Work out why the journalist wrote and presented 

     the story in the way that they did?
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SCIENCE For more science news, pictures and videos go to www.firstnews.co.uk/discover

WHERE, OH WHERE?

  South Africa

Jet car aims to break 
land speed record

The super-fast car is being 
designed by world-leading experts 
who want to share their knowledge 
– especially with young students. 
That’s because they want to inspire 
a new generation of scientists, 
engineers and designers.

The Bloodhound SSC will be 
powered by a jet engine that is 
normally used in the Typhoon 
Eurofighter. The driver should feel 
at home, though – he’s a former jet 
fighter pilot.

A separate engine normally found 
in an F1 racing car will be used to 
pump huge amounts of fuel into the 
rocket engine.

The team behind the record 
attempt hope the car will reach a 
speed of 1,600km/h (1,000mph) at 
salt flats in Hakskeen Pan, South 
Africa. That’s almost one and a half 
times the speed of sound and would 
smash the current land speed record  
of 1,228km/h (763 mph), which was 
set 15 years ago. 

Everything about the car will have 
to cope with this amazing speed. 
The wheels, for example, will be solid 
aluminium. They are being designed 
by a Scottish company and are built 
so they won’t disintegrate as they 
turn up to 177 times a second.

The Bloodhound Education 
Programme is available to all pupils 
in primary and secondary schools. 
Nearly 4,000 schools have registered   
already. You can find out more at 
www.bloodhoundssc.com.

An illustration of the Bloodhound SSC 
attempting to break the land speed record

THOUSANDS of schools are following an 
attempt to smash the land speed record. 

An illustration of the Bloodhound SSC on 
the salt flats in Haskeen Pan, South Africa
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Can you:
  Find the facts?   Interpret the information?         
   Work out why the journalist wrote and presented the story in the way that they did?

Carefully read the article ‘Jet car aims to break land speed record’ and then answer the 
following questions:

FirstNews TEACHING RESOURCES
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1) What is the name of this super-fast machine and what world record is it hoping to break?

The car:        ...............................................................................................................................................................................................

The record:        ........................................................................................................................................................................................

2) What is motivating the world-leading experts to take on this challenge?

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................

3) What two speed machines do the car’s two engines come from?

1.      ............................................................................. 2.      ............................................................................

4) Why do you think a former jet fighter pilot might make a good driver for this endeavour?

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................

5) Fill in the numbers:

	 •	The	current	world	speed	record	is	...............	mph,	or	...............	km/h.

	 •	This	record	was	set	...............	years	ago.

	 •	The	Bloodhound	engineers	hope	their	car	will	reach	a	speed	of	...............	miles	per	hour.

	 •	This	is	...............	times	the	speed	of	sound.

	 •	The	car’s	aluminium	wheels	will	rotate	...............	times	a	second.

SCIENCE                 8 - 14 JUNE 2012
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6) In the lead paragraph, the journalist says that many schools are following this attempt to ‘smash’ the 
land speed record. The writer could have written to ‘break’ or ‘better’ the land speed record. Why is the 
word ‘smash’ a good choice here?

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

7) Does the main picture which goes with this article show the actual jet car?

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

8) It’s not just the words in a newspaper which give information to a reader, pictures can tell you lots about 
a story, too. Take a good look at this illustration. What do you think the illustrator wants to ‘tell’ you about 
this project?

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

9) Why is the last paragraph particularly important to this story?

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

10) Why do you think this amazing speed project might be inspiring to future scientists, engineers and 
designers (like you!)?

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................
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A. Sub Headings
Journalists often use sub-headings in long or complicated articles to help people understand what each section is 
about and break up the text. Can you come up with sub-headings for each paragraph in this article? They need to 
suggest what the paragraph is about and have to be very short. Have a look at the Special Report on page 19 of First 
News to see an example of a report with sub-headings.

JET CAR AIMS TO BREAK LAND SPEED RECORD

THOUSANDS of schools are following an attempt to smash the land speed record. 

1. ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................
The super-fast car is being designed by world-leading experts who want to share their knowledge – especially 
with young students. That’s because they want to inspire a new generation of scientists, engineers and designers.

2. ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................
The Bloodhound SSC will be powered by a jet engine that is normally used in the Typhoon Eurofighter. The driver 
should feel at home, though – he’s a former jet fighter pilot.

3. ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................
A separate engine normally found in an F1 racing car will be used to pump huge amounts of fuel into the rocket 
engine.

4. ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................
The team behind the record attempt hope the car will reach a speed of 1,600km/h (1,000mph) at salt flats in 
Hakskeen Pan, South Africa. That’s almost one and a half times the speed of sound and would smash the current 
land speed record  of 1,228km/h (763 mph), which was set 15 years ago. 

5. ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Everything about the car will have to cope with this amazing speed. The wheels, for example, will be solid 
aluminium. They are being designed by a Scottish company and are built so they won’t disintegrate as they turn 
up to 177 times a second.

6. ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................
The Bloodhound Education Programme is available to all pupils in primary and secondary schools. Nearly 4,000 
schools have registered   already. You can find out more at www.bloodhoundssc.com.

B. Speed
Throughout history humankind has been fascinated with speed. Have a look at www.speedrecordclub.com. Can you 
find the details of the current:
•	Land	Speed	Record
•	Water	Speed	Record
•	Air	Speed	Record
Can you find out who holds the record & where they are from, where & when it was set, the name of the machine and 
the speed?

Extra-hard challenge: can you make a graph showing the increasing speed of man over the decades for one of the 
records above? Put the decades along the x axis, and the speed on the y axis. Mark the highest speed for each decade 
on your graph, from when records began, to the current record holder.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

LOOK CLOSER
Weekly In-Depth Reading Comprehension
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Can you:
  Find the facts?
  Interpret the information?
   Work out why the journalist wrote and presented the story in the way that they did?

Carefully read the article ‘Jet car aims to break land speed record’ and then answer the following 
questions:

1) What is the name of this super-fast machine and what world record is it hoping to break?
i) The car:
ii) The record:

2) What is motivating the world-leading experts to take on this challenge?

3) What two speed machines do the car’s two engines come from?

4) Why do you think a former jet fighter pilot might make a good driver for this endeavour?

5) Fill in the numbers:
i) The current world speed record is ............... mph, or ............... km/h.
ii) This record was set ............... years ago.
iii) The Bloodhound engineers hope their car will reach a speed of ............... miles per hour.
iv) This is ............... times the speed of sound.
v) The car’s aluminium wheels will rotate ............... times a second.

6) In the lead paragraph, the journalist says that many schools are following this attempt to ‘smash’ the 
land speed record. The writer could have written to ‘break’ or ‘better’ the land speed record. Why is the 
word ‘smash’ a good choice here?

7) Does the main picture which goes with this article show the actual jet car?

8) It’s not just the words in a newspaper which give information to a reader, pictures can tell you lots about 
a story, too. Take a good look at this illustration. What do you think the illustrator wants to ‘tell’ you about 
this project?

9) Why is the last paragraph particularly important to this story?

10) Why do you think this amazing speed project might be inspiring to future scientists, engineers and 
designers (like you!)?
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The teacher answers are intended to provide a guide as to the AF strand of the question and possible responses from pupils 
working at different levels.
In the level 4/5 answers we try to provide the most complete answer possible in order to provide teaching points when 
discussing the answers with pupils. 

1) What is the name of this super-fast machine and what world record is it hoping to break?
The car:
The record:
AF2 - understand, describe, select, retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to the text
Possible answers:
L3 – identifying obvious points
The car: The Bloodhound SSC
The record: the land speed record

2) What is motivating the world-leading experts to take on this challenge?
AF2 - understand, describe, select, retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to the text
Possible answers:
L3 – identifying obvious points
•	They	want	to	break	the	record	/	they	want	to	share	their	knowledge.
L4 – identifying relevant points
•	They	want	to	share	their	knowledge,	particularly	with	young	people.
•	They	want	this	project	to	inspire	people	to	become	scientists,	engineers	and	designers.
•	(And	of	course,	they	also	want	to	break	the	land	speed	record	and	reach	1000	mph!).

3) What two speed machines do the car’s two engines come from?
AF2 - understand, describe, select, retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to the text
Possible answers:
L3 – identifying obvious points
•	A	Typhoon	Eurofighter	and	a	F1	(Formula	1)	racing	car.

4) Why do you think a former jet fighter pilot might make a good driver for this endeavour?
AF3 – deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts
Possible answers:
L3 – simple inference
•	Because	he/she	is	good	at	driving	fast	machines.
L4/5 - more complex inference with explanation
•	Because	a	jet	fighter	pilot	is	experienced	at	driving	very	fast	machines,	like	this	jet	car,	which	is	so	much	faster	than	an	ordinary	car.	
•	This	car	is	jet-powered,	just	like	the	aeroplane,	so	it	may	feel	similar	to	drive	and	control.

5) Fill in the numbers:
• The current world speed record is  [ 763  ] mph, or [1228 ] km/h.
• This record was set [ 15 ] years ago.
• The Bloodhound engineers hope their car will reach a speed of [1000 ] miles per hour.
• This is [ one and a half  ] times the speed of sound.
• The car’s aluminium wheels will rotate [  177   ] times a second.
AF2 - understand, describe, select, retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to the text
Possible answers:
L3 – identifying obvious points
L4 – identifying relevant points

6) In the lead paragraph, the journalist says that many schools are following this attempt to ‘smash’ the land speed record.  
The writer could have written to ‘break’ or ‘better’ the land speed record. Why is the word ‘smash’ a good choice here?
AF5 – explain and comment on the writer’s uses of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level
Possible answers:
L3 – a few basic features of writer’s use of language identified
•	This	word	shows	they	want	to	break	it	a	lot.
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L4/5 – detailed explanation making reference to choice of words
•	The	word	‘smash’	is	a	good	word	to	choose	because	it	suggests	noise	and	power	and	a	dramatic	moment	–	exactly	what	this	project	is	
about.
•	It	shows	that	they	don’t	just	want	to	break	the	record	by	a	little	bit	–	by	a	few	miles	per	hour	–	but	they	want	to	do	much,	much	better:	
the record is 763 mph and they want to do 1000mph!

7) 7) Does the picture which goes with this article show the actual jet car?
AF2 - understand, describe, select, retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to the text
Possible answers:
L3 – identifying obvious points
•	No,	it	is	an	illustration.

8) It’s not just the words in a newspaper which give information to a reader, pictures can tell you lots about a story, too. Take a 
good look at this illustration. What do you think the illustrator wants to ‘tell’ you about this project?
AF3 – deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts/pictures
Possible answers:
L3 – simple inference
•	The	illustrator	wants	to	tell	you	that	this	is	going	to	be	a	very	fast	car.
L4/5 - more complex inference with explanation
•	The	illustrator	has	drawn	the	picture	to	show	that	this	is	a	very,	very	fast	car.		There	are	lots	of	blurred	lines	shooting	out	from	the	car	to	
show how fast it’s going, and the ground is blurred suggesting it’s going so fast you can’t even see it.
•	The	car	is	drawn	from	the	back	so	that	you	can	see	how	it	is	powered:	you	can	see	the	jet	engines	and	the	fire,	or	fumes,	shooting	out	
the back. This back view also looks more like the shape of an aeroplane than a car, showing it’s a radical new design.
•	It	also	shows	the	Union	Jack	flag	on	the	fin,	so	you	know	this	is	a	British	project.

Extension Activities 
A. Sub Headings - Suggestions
1. (“The super-fast car…”)
Sub-heading: Inspiring design
2. (“The Bloodhound SSC…” )
Sub-heading: The jet engine
3. (“A separate engine…”)
Sub-heading: The racing car engine
4. (“The team behind...”)
Sub-heading: The record
5. (“Everything about the car…”)
Sub-heading: Coping with speed
6. (“The Bloodhound Education Programme…”)
Sub-heading: The Bloodhound Education Programme 
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